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• PBL is the Dutch national institute for 
strategic policy analysis in the fields of the 
environment, nature and spatial
planning.

• It contributes to the quality of the politico-
administrative consideration by conducting 
surveys, analyses and evaluations in 
which an integral approach is paramount.

• First and foremost policy-oriented; PBL 
performs both solicited and unsolicited 
research, independently and based on 
science.



Role and position

Formal basis: 

Special government rule for three Dutch national policy-analysis agencies (3P), 
guaranteeing independence: CPB (1946), SCP (1972) and PBL (2008)

“In the kitchen of policy making, at the front of knowledge development”

Organisational embedding: 

Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management

Task environment: 

› The entire national cabinet: Infrastructure and Water Management; General 
Affairs; Economic and Climate Affairs; Foreign Affairs; Finance; Interior and 
Kingdom Relations; Agriculture, Nature and Food.

› European Union, UN (UNEP, UNCCD, UNFCCC, IPCC, IPBES), OECD, GCECA

› Dutch Regional Governments (Provinces) 



Scientific quality control

Academy Lectures
and Seminars

Advisory Board

Scientific audit

Peer Reviewed
scientific articles

Professors
Awards



Indicators 

Monitoring

Databases and Registers 

Monitoring data are a corner stone for PBL’s 
assessments, policy evaluations and outlooks

PBL is no operator of monitoring networks or
a key register owner itself

Knowledge 
position
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…impact…



…linking global…



…and regional…



…changing times: from traditional 
environmental agenda’s…



...to more inclusive/systemic challenges…



Four major environmental 
transitions
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Climate & Energy
Green & Circular

economy
Food, Agriculture

& Nature
Resilient (city) 

regions



Decreasing 
poverty





› SDG’s put Dutch environmental challenges in 
an integrated global context

› SDG’s provide policy momentum for next step 
in national SD policies

› SDG’s deliver multi-dimensional (3P) 
assessment tool

› But: what is their role and position?

SDGs not new for Dutch environmental policy





However: no national SDG Agenda



Interest from business and civil soceity

Letter to informer of new Cabinet
‘Put SDGs at the center of the new 

coalition agreement’



› SDGs now an integral part of the yearly ‘Monitor Brede 
Welvaart’ of statistics Netherlands (SD Monitor)

– NL behind in the EU on SDGs on energy, climate and biodversity

SDG Monitoring not integrated in specific
policy programmes, but part of overall view

› Yearly Dutch SDG report, government 
together with civil society, business

– NL scores low on ‘planet’ goals



Not much traction beyond Foreign Trade and 
Development Co-operation: how come?

› SDGs are seen as

– a follow-up of the MDG, thus for developing countries

– a top-down, external, foreign affairs’-based UN process

– a very broad agenda, with vaguely, pragmaticly defined targets/indicators

– not adding really new issues to the Dutch policy agenda

– not coming out of policy development processes



Ask not what you can 

do for the SDGs, ask 

what the SDGs can 

do for you!



The role of science

Assessing systemic
challenges

Analysing policy 
coherence and 

integration

Finding 
integrated 
solutions



Global Environmental Assessments

› Knowledge base for policymakers to address 
global environmental challenges

– State of the global environment

– Progress toward internationally agreed targets

– Solution pathways and policies

› Transition from ‘what’ to ‘how’

› Translation to national context required



Finding shared solutions
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Netherlands

Integrating 
global ambitions 
and national 
‘policy’ targets

› Unequal distribution of 
benefits and impacts 
of resource use

› Shared or ‘Common 
but differentiated 
responsibility’



Enabling policy coherence and integration
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Conclusion

› SDG’s play a promising role in building global-regional 
integrated/comparative sustainability development agenda’s

› However, at a distance from the everyday detail of the knowledge-
policy interface to really become part of effective policy assessment 
practices

› That is not a problem, but a strength: back and for between mere 
‘compliance’ and building ‘collaborative action vectors’, organizing 
commitment, stimulating imagination 


