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A Scientific Perspective on: 
Microplastics in Nature and Society

• Evidence review report (ERR)
• Systematic literature search
• A review of reviews
• New literature 2016-2018.
• Expert judgment
• Separate known from unknown
• External review
• Release ERR: January 10th 2019
• Microplastics Pollution Round-table, G7 

Washington, February 2019
• Stakeholder meeting April 26th 2019
• SAM Scientific Opinion April 30th

• Applicable to other topics, e.g. SDGs

https://www.sapea.info/wp-content/uploads/report.pdf
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Conclusions microplastics in environment

1. Currently there may some locations where environmental 
concentrations exceed the predicted no-effect level, 
however, there is no evidence for widespread  ecological 
risks. 

2. If emissions remain the same, ecological risks may be 
widespread within a century

3. Even though ‘high quality’ risk assessment is not yet 
feasible, action to reduce, prevent and mitigate is 
suggested (as an option for policy)

4. At the same time, it is important to develop and use risk 
assessment approaches to be able to prioritize these 
actions, and to plan where and when to apply them. 

Everaert et al, 2018
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 How do you communicate ‘no evidence of harm’, 
if:
• There is little evidence
• The evidence is contradictory
• The evidence is uncertain
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