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Science in the 21st century 

•  Scrutiny 
•  Verifiability 
•  Re-use 
•  Re-purposing 

•  Multi-source 
•  Transdisciplinary 



WDS: strategic targets 
Strategic Target 1 —  
Improve the sustainability, trust in, and quality of 
open Scientific Data Services  
Strategic Target 2 —  
Nurture active disciplinary and multidisciplinary 
scientific data services communities  
Strategic Target 3 —  
Make trustworthy data services an integral part of 
international collaborative scientific research 
 
 



WDS: Achievements 
Membership 

•  Regional networks  
e.g. Asia and Pacific network 2017 

CoreTrustSeal 

•  Certification of repositories 

Conferences 

•  IDW and SciDataCon  
(India 2014, USA 2016, Botswana 2018 ) 

Coordination, policy-makers, funders, stakeholders 

•  Belmont Forum e-Infrastructure and Data 
Management 



WDS Membership (November 2017) 



WDS Membership (November 2017) 
  

70 Regular 

Data stewards and/or data analysis services: 
certified Trustworthy Data Repositories 
(IEDA, NSIDC, NASA-DAACS, IRIS-DS, 
PANGAEA, DANS, GBIF… ) 

11 Networks 
Umbrella bodies of  data stewards: 
accredited Trustworthy Data Networks  
(NASA-ESDIS, NERC-EDC, IODE, IVOA...) 

9   Partners Contribute support to WDS Membership  
(DataCite, ORCID, IEDRO…) 

18 Associates Interested in the WDS endeavour 



Disciplinary coverage 



Core level Certification 

16 Requirements 
•  Context 

•  Organizational infrastructure (6) 
•  Digital object management (8) 

•  Technology (2) 

•  Applicant feedback 
 
 

www.icsu-wds.org/services/certification  



WDS: priorities (1) 
Expanded Membership  

•  Disciplinary & geographical scope 
•  Regional networks (Asia, Africa, LAC) 

International Technology Office 
•  April 2018, hosted in Canada 
•  Will provide structural support curently 

only available on pro-bono basis 

Improved accessibility of tools 
•  DataCite/Re3data, Scholix node for a  

Knowledge Network, Brokering service  
with OpenAIRE-connect  



WDS: priorities (2) 
Data for policy  

•  SDGs and IRDR, working with IPCC, 
IPBES, IRDR  

•  IAP-WDS collaboration 

Education, education, education! 
•  Data stewardship award 
•  Collaboration with INASP for online 

course aimed at young scientists 
•  Collaboration with IIASA YS summer 

programme 

Policy for data 
•  Working with Academies and Funders 
•  OECD 
•  EOSC 



Are we really on-message 
and hands-on? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


